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Reading another classic novel
Charles Dickens also wrote David Copperfield, a novel about a man’s life. As a young
boy, David is treated harshly by his stepfather and bullied at school. At the age of ten, 
he is sent to London to work. Being clever and ambitious, he finds the work very boring.
Here, the grown-up David Copperfield describes that particular period in his life.

... I became, at ten years old, a little laboring hind in the  
service of Murdstone and Grinby.

Murdstone and Grinby’s warehouse was at the water side. 
It was down in Blackfriars ... it was the last house at the bottom
of a narrow street, curving down hill to the river, with some stairs
at the end, where people took boats. It was a crazy old house with 
a wharf of its own, abutting on the water when the tide was in, and
on the mud when the tide was out, and literally over-run with rats.
Its panelled rooms, discolored with the dirt and smoke of a hundred
years, I dare say; its decaying floors and staircase, the squeaking
and scuff ling of the old grey rats down in the cellars; and the dirt
and rottenness of the place; are things, not of many years ago, in my
mind, but of the present instant. They are all before me, just as they
were in the evil hour when I went among them for the first time. ... 

Murdstone and Grinby’s trade was among a good many kinds
of people, but an important branch of it was the supply of wines
and spirits to certain packet ships. ... I think there were some
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